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Step bn lirod Pte W Blgctd shccth a 
Wr Have Received your kind Letter of the 26 December lalt, “and 


Conimunicated ‘it to the Gentlemen of the “Council here> ; 
Bienen your kind Sentiments, and Réadinefs were very ac- 

cep table. ee & ere ee 
‘Certainly che Work here begun is the moft Ripened, Digefted, and 
the beft Founded, as to Priviledges, Place, Time, and other like 
Advantages, that ever was yet begun in any part of the Trading World. 
We Arrived upon this Coaft the firft, and took poffeffion the third of 
November : Our Scituation is about Two Leagues to the Southward cf 
Golden-Ifland,( by the Spaniards called Guarda ) in one of the beft & moit 
defenceable Harbours perhaps in the World. The-Country is Healthful 
_to a wonder ; ‘nfomuch that our own Sick, which were many when we 
Atrived, are now generally cured. The Country “is exceeding Fertile, 
and the Weather Temperate; The Country where we are settle i is 
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dry, and rifing ground, Hills bit not High; and on the fides, and quite — 


ta. the tops, threes four. or-five foot good fat mould, nat a Rock or_Stone 


to be fen. We have but Bight or Ning: Leagues to a River, wh 

Roats.iniy gosinto the South Sea... “The *Natiges for: Fifty’ Leagues’ on 
either fide are in intire friendfhip an@ Correfpondence with uss and if 
we will be at the pains, we.can gain thofe at .the greateft diftance. For 


our Neighbour Indians are willing to be the; joyful Meflengers of our - 


settlement, and good difpofition to their Country-men. Ascto the Innate 


Riches of the Gountrey, upon the firit information, I always believed'to . 


be very great: but now find it’goes beyond all that ever I thought, or 
conceitedsin that matter treme fee : 
The Spaniards, as we can underftand, are very much furprized, and 
alarm‘d, and the more that i¢ comes as a Thunder-clap upon them; ha- 
ving had no notice.ef us, until three days after our Arrival, Wes have 
Written to the Prefident of Panama, giving him Account of our good 
and peaceable intentions, and to procure a good. Underftanding and 
Gorrefpondence; And if that is not condefcended to; we are ready 
for what. elfé he pleafes. If Merchants fhoyld once: Erect Factories 
here, this place will foon become the beft and. furefi-Mare in. all 


America, both for In-land, and Overland Ircade. We want here 
Sloops and Coafting Veffiiss. for want of which, and by reafon 
we have bzen all hands at work in fortifying and fitting our felves © 


(which is now pretty well over) we havehad bue little Trade as 
vet: moft of our Goods Unfold. We are here a Thoufand one hundred 
Men, ‘and expeé& Supplies every day. We have been exceeding 
unhappy in loofing two Minifters who came with us from Scot 
Tands and if New England could fupply us in that, it would be,a 
great and lafting Obligation. _ | 


Fort. Se. Andrew. 
February, 18th. 
3698, 9. 
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Declaration 


Conttituted by the Indidn'and Africdn Com- 
- pany of Scotland ; for the Government, 
~ and direction of their ‘Colonies, «and 
‘Settlements in the Indies. - 010 cto 


HE. faid Company purfuant to the Powers and Immu- 

munities Granted unto, them, by His Majefty of Great: 

Britain, our Soveraign Lord, with Advice and,Confent- 

of His Parliament of Scotland*: having Granted and: 

Conceded unto us and our Succeffors in the ‘Govern. 

ment for -all times hereafter, full. Power to equip, “fet out, ifeighe, 
and navigate, our own or hired Ships, in War-like, or otharmannery 
from any: ports or-places in Amity, or, not in Hoffility with His 
Majelty 3 to any Lands, naa Countries, or places in Afia, Africa 
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molt kind and ‘obliging iidoier, received ‘us into ‘their Fie 
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or America : and there to Plane CAkics, build Cities, Towns. or. 

Fosts, in..or... npon..che. Places. not Tahabited;-or-in “or’upon- any orker 
plve_dy. confent Oh... the Natives..orahabitants—thereofy—and-not ” 
polieft by any European Sovereign, Potentate, Prince, or State; and 
to provide and fughiflir the| alpretaid Places st Ci ics) Towns, _or.Forts, ~ 
with Magazines, Ordnance, Arms, Weapons, Affimunition and Stores of 
War ; .and by force of Arms to defend the fame, Trade, Navigation, _ 
Colonies, Cities, Towns, Barts, Plantations, and other Effe@s whasfo. 
ever ; and likewifé to make Reprizals; and to feek.and take repara-.. 
tion of Damage done,by Sea or by, Land: and.te-make and con- 

clude Treaties of Peace, ..and. Commerce. with. the Sovereign Princes, 
Eftates, Rulers, Goveraouts, or Proprietors of the aforefaid Lands, . 
Iflands, Countries, or plates th Afia, Africa ot Americh 


And referving to them{elves Five Per Cent. or one Twentieth part. 
of the Lands, Mines, Minerals, Pearls, Stones of Value,.precious Woeds, 
and. Fithings : have furthér, Conceded aad Granted, into. us,. the free _ 
and abfolute right and property/in and to all faich Lands, . Ifandsy 
Colonies, Cities, Towns, Fortsvand. Plantations, as we fhall come 16, — 

: polled ftias, fi relaid sas alfo to- all: mantiér- of 
Treafures, Wealth, Riches, Profits, Mines, Minerals and Fifhings, with 
the whole. sproduét and benefit\\chefeof, “as: well (Under ‘as above. the 
Ground, as well in Rivers and Seas, as \in, the Tands thereunto. bes 
longing ; or. fér or by reafon.6f the fame in any fore; togecher with the 
right of Government.and Adiniralty, thereof ; as likewife; chat all, manner. - 
of- Perfons~ who ‘fhall -fettie to“InHabite, or Be Borit in any fach Plan-— 
tations, Colonies, Cities, Toythgyladories,-or places thall be, and be 
reputed as Natives of the Kingdom of Scotland 5 and generally the 
faid Company have Communicated unto.us a Right to all che Powers, - 
Properties and Priviledges .Granted unto them by Act_ of Parliament .s 


- or otherwife howfoever, ‘witli power'.to Grant and delegate the fame 3 


and to permit‘and allow: fuch fort’ of: Trade, Commerce, and Naviga- 
tion unto’ the: Plantations, Colories, Cities, Towns, and places of . 
Wléffion, “as’-we thalljudge fit and convenicnt, 


a 


And the. Chief Captains ‘and’ ‘Supream! Leaders of ‘the People’ of 
Darien, in corpliance™-with: former’ Agreements, “Raving «now it 
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fencethereofi againft fitch as? thal be their of our Ehetnies in any. 
time to come: Which; befides its being ofie of the ‘moft Healhfal 
Rielip afd’ Pivieftil Countries “tpon Eafth, hath the‘advaniage of be. 
ihe 2 Narrow ISTHMUS; Seated in ‘the Heighth of the World, 
beeween the two vaft..Qceans, which renders it more converient 
thah ‘any other’ for Being thé common Stere-honfé of the Infearch- 
able-anhd: Imimenfe ' Treaftirés\of. the ‘Spacious ‘South Seas, the door of 
Cormimerce to China ‘and “Fapen, and the Emporium and Staple for 
the Trade ofboth Indies | | 7 


andy Country owith  Promifé*and)Cohtfact to’ aflift ‘afd |joiacin da: 


» And now by Virtue of the before-mentioned Powers to us given, We 
dochere Settle, and inthe Name of GOD Eftablifh Our Selves, and in 
‘Honour, and for the Memory of that moft Ancient and Renowned 

_ iName of our Mother Kingdom, We do, and will from hence-forward 
~ all this Country by the Name of Caledonia: and our {elves , succeffors, 


and Affociatessbythe:name.of Galedenianss.. 


And fuitable to the Weight and Greatnefs of the Truft repofed, and 

| thewwalpable Opportunity now in our hands; being firmly refolved to 
communicate and difpofe thereof in the moft juft and equal manner for 
Increafing the Dominions and Subjects of the King Our Soveraign Lord, 
the Honour and Wealth:of our Country, as well as'the benefit and advan- 
tage of thofé who now are, or may hereafter be concerned with us: We 
do. hereby Publith and Declare, That. all manner of Perfons of what 
Nation or. People foever, fhall from hence-forward be equally free 
and alike..capable of the. faid Properties, Priviledges, Protections, Im- 
muntties, and Rights of Government. Granted unto us; and the Mer- 

_ Chants, &. Merchants Ships of all Nations; may freely come to, and 
Trade with us ; without being liable in their Perfons, Goods or Effeats, 
to any manner of Capture, Confiication, Seizure, Fortsicure, At- 
tachment, Arreft, Reiftraint or Prohibi:ion, for or by reafon of any 
Embargo, breach of the Peace, Letters of Mark, or Reprizals, Des 
Claration of War with any Forreign Prince, Potentats or State; or 
upon-any. other--account- or. pretence. whatfoever. 


And we do hereby not only Grant, and Concede, and Declare 
a gensral and equal freedom - Government and TF a se 
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chofe of all Nations, who thall hereafter be of, or concerned with 
us; but .alfo a full and free Liberty of Confcience: in matter of © 
Religion, fo as the fame be: not: underftood, to allow, connive 
at; or indulge the Blafpheming. of Gods Holy Name, or any of 
Divine Attributes ; or of the Unhallowing or Prophaning the Sabs 
bath Day. 3 ina | : 

And finally, as the -beft and fureft means to- render any Go- 
vernment fuccefsful, durable and happy; it fhall (by the help of 
Almighty God) be ever our conftant and chiefeft. cares that all 
our further Confticutions, Laws and Ordinances, be confonant 3 
agreeable to the Holy Scripture, Right Reafon, _ and the Examples 
of the wifeft and jufteft Nations; that from the Troth and Righte- 
oufnels thereof we may reafonably hope for, and expect the - Blet- 


fings of Profperity and Increale. 


By Order of the-Goancil, ; 


Hugh ‘Rofs Secretary. — 
NEW. EDINBURGH, ae | 
December 2% 
1698. 


r at 
fart tster 2 7 


een 


fA, Fig 


Fe 
i> 


i 


= 
= J 
~ 
i 
4 
# || , 
fq j } 
4 
5s ih nad 
‘ i 
‘) j 
i i 
i i 
f] i 
j H 
i 
aor 
So, 
Fete Sf 
Xu 


Lereiaboikin iris ph bah inde 


cas eC 


eran ensayo ee 


i 
| 


720 PRR SR EUS AST MTU a am aoe eR IE 


amen ZEL TS hegre nN RE ANS FENOET E 


| acsceremiaseeaats 
ATT NAA PO 1 KD waa em 


CEO DIE tha, ecg lanl 


bia 


